
Rule 14. Hearing on Petition for Disciplinary Action

(a) Referee. This Court may appoint a referee with directions to hear and report the evidence
submitted for or against the petition for disciplinary action or petition for revocation of conditional
admission.

(b) Conduct of hearing before referee. Unless this Court otherwise directs, the hearing shall
be conducted in accordance with the Rules of Civil Procedure applicable to district courts and the
referee shall have all the powers of a district court judge.

(c) Subpoenas. The District Court of Ramsey County shall issue subpoenas. The referee shall
have jurisdiction to determine all motions arising from the issuance and enforcement of subpoenas.

(d) Record. The referee shall appoint a court reporter to make a record of the proceedings as
in civil cases.

(e) Referee's findings, conclusions, and recommendations. The referee shall make findings
of fact, conclusions, and recommendations, file them with this Court, and notify the respondent
and the Director of them. In revocation of conditional admission matters, the referee shall also
notify the Director of the Board of Law Examiners. Unless the respondent or Director, within ten
days, orders a transcript and so notifies this Court, the findings of fact and conclusions shall be
conclusive. If either the respondent or the Director so orders a transcript, then none of the findings
of fact or conclusions shall be conclusive, and either party may challenge any findings of fact or
conclusions. A party ordering a transcript shall, within ten days of the date the transcript is ordered,
file with the clerk of appellate courts a certificate as to transcript signed by the court reporter. The
certificate shall contain the date on which the transcript was ordered, the estimated completion date
(which shall not exceed 30 days from the date the transcript was ordered), and a statement that
satisfactory financial arrangements have beenmade for the transcription. A party ordering a transcript
shall order and pay for an original transcript for the Court plus two copies, one copy for the
respondent and one for the Director. A party ordering a transcript shall specify in the initial brief
to the Court the referee's findings of fact, conclusions and recommendations that are disputed.

(f) Panel as referee. Upon written agreement of an attorney, the Panel Chair and the Director,
at any time, this Court may appoint the Panel which is to conduct or has already conducted the
probable cause hearing as its referee to hear and report the evidence submitted for or against the
petition for disciplinary action. Upon such appointment, the Panel shall proceed under Rule 14 as
the Court's referee, except that if the Panel considers evidence already presented at the Panel hearing,
a transcript of the hearing shall be made part of the public record. The District Court of Ramsey
County shall continue to have the jurisdiction over discovery and subpoenas in Rule 9(d) and (h).

(g) Hearing before Court. This Court within thirty days of the referee's findings, conclusions
and recommendations, shall set a time for hearing before this Court. The order shall specify times
for briefs and oral arguments. In all matters in which the Director seeks discipline, the cover of the
main brief of the Director shall be blue; the main brief of the respondent, red; and any reply brief
shall be gray. In a matter in which reinstatement is sought pursuant to Rule 18 of these Rules, the
cover of the respondent's main brief shall be blue; that of the main brief of the Director, red; and
that of any reply brief, gray. The matter shall be heard upon the record, briefs, and arguments.

(Amended October 22, 1984; amended effective July 1, 1986; amended effective July 1, 1987;
amended effective January 1, 1989; amended effectiveMarch 1, 1991; amended effective for lawyer
discipline matters pending or commenced after August 1, 1999; amended effective September 1,
2005; amended effective July 1, 2009.)
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